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Publicity 
Is Blamed 
By Simon 

By Stephen Isaacs 

, Washington Post Staff Writer 

Treasury Secretary Wil- 
liam E. Simon testified 
yesterday that the Secret 
Service is receiving a tor- 
jront of threats to kill the 
Presicjent, a phenomenon 
he blames on publicity 
given to recent assassina- 
tion attempts. 

Simon said that "we’ve had 
320 possible threats againt the 
President of the United States 
in the first 20 days of Septem- 
ber, and this compares with an 
average of 100 to 110 in recent 
times.” 

Simon was testifying before 
a Senate hearing into the Se- 
cret Service’s handling of the 
two September attempts in 
California. 

At the same hearing it 
was revealed that a key rea- 
son the Secret Service re- 
leased Sara Jane Moore from 
custody the night before she 
allegedly shot at the Presi- 









dent was a statement from a 
San Francisco policeman to 
the effect that “she's no trou- 
ble” . 

The Secret Service also re- 
vealed that Moore called Its 
office there three times on 
the morning of the shooting, 
as well as having called the 
San Francisco police and the 
FBI. On the three calls to 
the Secret Service, it was 
testified, she hung up after 
being told that the people 
she wanted— the agents who 
had questioned her — were not 
in. 

Simon, under whose aegis 
. the Secret Service falls, said 
he felt the spate of threats 
on the President was direct- 
ly traceable to the publicity, 
which, he said, “tends to in- 
vite these deranged human 
5 beings to come out 

"... All the publicity that’s t 
attached to all of these indi- 
viduals, I believe, tends to 
exacerbate conditions. I sin- 
cerely question the value of*_ 
all this publicity. 

“It’s the responsibility of 
the press, certainly, to tell the 
l " American people indeed what 
1 is happening — that is their re- 
sponsibility in a very straight 
> fashion. 

I “But when these people are 
\ glamorized on the front pages 
! of our national magazines, I 
think that* this has to be 
thought' of as doing great 
harm. . . .” . 

Simon’s worries about the 
media coverage given to Lyn- 
ette Alice Fromme, who is ac- 
cused of trying to assassinate 
’ President Ford on Sept. 5 in 
Sacramento, and Sara Jane 
Moore, accused of trying the 
same in San Francisco Sept. 

22, was echoed by a number 
of witnesses before the Appro- 
priations subcommittee chair- 
ed by Sen. Joseph M. Mon- 
toya (D-N.M.). 

“It’s one thing to report the 
news,” said Sen. Hubert H. 
Humphrey (D-Minn.), “and it’s 
another thing to make it a 
cover story.” Humphrey testi- 
fied as one who has had Se- 
cret Service protection, as 
Vice President and as a presi- 
dential nominee. 

Also testifying were Sens. 

Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.), the 
1964 Republican presidential 
nominee, Edmund S. Muskle 
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(D-Maine), the 1968 vice presi- 
dential nominee, and George 
McGovern; the 1972 Demo- 
cratic presidential nominee. 

Goldwater said he thought 
all the publicity over the as- 
sassination attempts would 
“encourage other idiots or 
nut^ to say, ‘Well, I’m not go- 
ing to kill him, but I’m going 
to scare the daylights out of 
him.’ ” 

Goldwater, Humphrey and 
McGovern insisted that the 
President or other candidates 
should not be constantly shak- 
ing the hands of ordinary citi- 
zens. 

“I don’t agree that you have 
to have your hand shaken by 
every little tot in the United 
States,” said Goldwater. 

Humphrey s&id, “Pressing 
the flesh, I don’t think that’s 
necessary at all.” 



McGovern went further: 
“Plunging into crowds and 
working up and down the air- 
port fences . . . has to be cur- 
tailed and curtailed seriously.” 
v ytii*aH honesty,” McGovern 
testified, “there are some very 
superficial reasons why candi- 
dates engage in that kind of . . 
handshaking. 

“The first reason they do it 
is to get some kind of sym- 
bolic demonstration that they’- 
re close to the people. 

“The second reason is to 
raise their own spirits. When 






you’re under attack by your 
opposition or by editors and 
others (and are) down a little, 
there’s no better time to go 
out and shake hands with a lot 
of warm, smiling, potential 
voters. > . / 

“On top of this, if word gets 
out that you’re in danger or 
some kind of incident occurs, i 
then you have an additional 
reason to do it, and that’s to 
demonstrate that you’re brave. 

| “Now none of these are very 
good reasons. None of them 
have much to do with the na- 



tional interest,” McGovern 
said. / 

Secret Service Director H. 
Stuart Knight and intelligence 
director James T. Burke 
stoutly defended the decision 
of the two agents who had 
Sara Jane Moore in custody 
the night before she allegedly 
shot at the President as he 
emerged from the St. Francis 
Hotel. 

Their account of what hap- 
pened did not jibe with what 
San Francisco police told re- 



porters in the days after 
Moore’s arrest 

San Francisco police had 
told reporters they could not 
understand why the Secret 
Service had turned Moore 
loose on Sunday night, after a 
tip from the police had en- 
couraged the service to pick 
her up for questioning. 

But Burke testified yester- 
day that San Francisco detec- 
tive. Jack O’Shea, whose tip 
originally alerted the Secret 
Service, had in effect vouched 
for her. 



